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REMINISCENGES

We feel much pleasure 1n placing before
our Dharme Shastra reading publie thigh,
ery indispensable work named  Smuia
vandarbhe prepared with a view to bunging
sl the available Smrities within the orbit
>t one single collection for proper references
ongcerming all the topics of human conduot
ud behaviour 1n day to day lhife of the
seople 1n the world

The Smrities form the gmding factor for
fetermining the path of duties and nights
to be performed and enjoyed by man I a
man practically follows the principles { frgrr)
mentioned therein he 1s sure to achieve the
ghest goal of 1ealizing the Almighty
humself

It 18 an admitted fact that Shabda

Brahman 15 the root cause of the creafion
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Fepwe § FIRET). And the Vedas are Apaur-
usheya not human oreation but of Divine
revelation as fthey ocome direct from fhe,
breaths of Brahman “gw wed) FraRyRaL
The sames divine revelation—the knowledgo
was bestowed mpon the Rishies who B.[tel‘r
deop meditation preached befora the human

beings for their welfare. They are, therefore,

called the Rishies (spiritual researchers or
Sekeers after truth), who were the first

receipients of the divine knowledge a3

revesled to them. mfegwna”. The word
“Sheuti” vorifies tho above contention in the

fullest semse of the word, Next to “Shrati”

comes the #“Smrities” whinh form the inter-

pretiation of the sacred vedio laws as observed '
by the Rishies and ns such they constitute

the law of nabure for gaverning the universe.

In a word, “Shruti® means that knowledge

which the sages obtained direct from Divine

and “Smrities” are their interi)reﬁutiori.s

composed mainly after deep meditation. '
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Though men of authority assign the
word Hindu law to the Smrities it is in
itself a word ocarrying incomplete signifi-

I

‘oance. This term is of recent origin res-
‘tricted to denote the body of law which ia
administered by the law courts since the
British period in India. Even this does not
‘cover the whole field of human canduct and
jurisprudence. . ,
' The Smrities propound such codes of con-
duct in theory of Divine origin as are useful
and serviceable at all times for all ixrespective
"of caste, creed and colour. Hence the princi-
ples laid down are unchangeable by human
authority as they are fundmental truths of
the universal law. JTf we ask an Indian
where his law is to be found, he will reply
‘that in tho Shastras. So the Shastras,
‘broadly speaking, ave the books of super-
human knowledge divinely inspired and
preached by the sages who' could see the
present, past and future’ through their
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spiritual eyes and thoy enable overy human
being $o derive as mach benifit from them as
he can by his constant practice.

The whole body of sncred tradition or
what is romembered by human teachers {in
contra-distinotion to Shruties or what is
reveated to the Rishiss) is worthy of admira-
tion and nt\plicahiu‘n- In its widest accepts- .
tion, this uss of the term Smrities includes
the six Vedangas, the Sutvas both Shrout and
Gribya, tho law books of Manu Yajoavnlkys
ete., the Itihasas, the Puranas and the Niti
Shastras; Iti Bmriteha; according to such
and such traditional precept ov legal text.
Bub here wo only limit the term fo the warks
of the law-givers. Though we have moro
than fifty and odd Smrities; the main body of
tha codes of law as handed down by tradition
consisbs of Bightesn inspired Law Givera.
These are,

SRR T TR |
TEREAal SRR §
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Manu, Atri, Vishnu, Harita, Yajnavalkya,
Ushanas or Shukra, Angiras, Yama, Apastam-
ba, Samvarta, Eatyayana Brihaspati Parashar,
Vysa, Shankhs, Likhita, Daksha and Gautama,
all these Law Givers are held to be inspired
and to have based their precepts on the Vedas.
Hence our abtempt for the inclusion of these
iraportant major and minor Smrities forming
8 manual or compendium of Good moral
conduct for gf.

The Smritis as they are, should be read
with a view to getting the real significance
underlying the words of the Rishies concerned
in a8 much as they are the rules and regula-
tions proscribed for moral conduct of huma-
nity and universe { §%). In a word, they are
the natural Laws of the universe. Therefore,
the attempt of bringing out the original texts
of the noble codes for placing before the
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public is made.. Smrities as envisaged by the
sages forming the unbiassed and unprejudiced
principles have.been guiding us since times
immemorial. Those have been capably inter-
preted by the - commentators. These greab
scholars contributed much towards guaiding
the human destiny and cffecting smooth
working of ‘abciet)" but the inclusion of
their commentaries side by the side with the
texts, would have cost much labour and
the work would have been voluminous ount of
our control. It is the aim of thess law givers
that thoe greatest good to all the oreation
causing tholerst harm 6o any must be renlized
thoronghly. It is for the betterment of the
universa “AET FEANIG” that these Smribies
while forming the background for a smooth
working of society shall ever remain tho light
house for showing real path amidst great
stress and storm to the suffering humanity.
The sages, law givers ns thoy are, preached
these sermons.with a sole motive of making
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aod formulating such a social order upon
which deponds the smooth working of the
corporato lifo of all and sundry. This way lies
the entire solution of all the protty strifes and
trifles which have been caused by different
isms as these (principles of Smrities) are in
quite harmony with natural law and con-
gistent with the ohanging natural environ-
ments for the good of all the orention.

In n hutshell, these are the surest remed-
ies for all the human maladies caused by
constant clashes in human ideologies and
by not giving offecs to the observation of the
Inws of nature; tho neglectful attitude of
which has given rise to so many clashes,
inadequacies and inequlities nmong us.

Wo shall humbly request the readors to
have a watehful eye towards grasping the
truo menning of the words of all theso sages
strictly in accordance with referenco to the
contoxt to condition, placo and time, as for
exnmplo; the sages have predicted to have a
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recourse fo agriculture and resort to land
work with all renewed energy for the welfare
of the state. It is the first and foremost duty
of avery citizen to translate these precepts in
to ackion as sincerely as anything. It is nece-
ssary for ensuring the pr;speri(:y of the nation
as it is the priority number one for the
growth and well being of the human beings.
It is the prineipal item for meintaining the
three bare necessifies of life e. g. food, oloth,
and shelter. It is tho greatest of all the
Yajoas ns o result of which * Anna® food-
grain is available whick is life and light
of all tho living ereation. The all-round
progress of a country depends mainly upon
the abundance of rich harvest. This is ncce-
ssary pre-roquisito for maintaining the vitality
of a nabion in peace or in war. It isa great
Purushartha the suceessful achiovement of
which brings good and lasting fruits to be
onjoyed by all in tho farm of genuine progress
jn Art, Scienco and Titerature. The Vedns



9)

enjoin “ gggwes ” develop strength which
iz solely dependant upon the bountifual
harvest. Ifa well-to-do young mahn sits idle
and remains homesick all through his bloom-
ing age, he is the worst bane to the soociety.
A young is the g-reabasb agset to the nation
and as such he must strive hard to grow
more and become a productive citizen to
his nation in the real sense of the word.
But this praoctice of doing land work and
bringing the soil under the plough is nob
permissible in the old age. A grey-haired
sanyasin is better fitted for leading a hermit’s
life rather than.working strenously on land
with no resilts of important yield. Heis,
moreover, expected to ‘attain perfection and
freedom from. transmigration of soul in his
last days for l;ahtar.after life. It is old age
which is the worst hindrance to hard labour
whoen physioal vibaliby is no more and gives
way \to moatal and spiribual development for
obtaining higher planes e. g. devotion and
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prayer. In our bumble opinion if this Yajna,
ag the Smrities dictate, is performed in all
earpestness, the cattle protection and.“grow
more food ” compaign will no more be slogans
of $he Government bub the Nation asa whole
will rise to the occasion to solve the long-felt
want of food, as a result abundant yield of
food grains and proper protection ta cattle
will be targetted and achieved.

A small child up to three antirely lives
upon its mother's milk, a wholesome, good and
easily digestible diet with other eatable
gorenls fi5 for the.digestive system of the
same as and when neeessary. It is also con-
sistent with the nature of the child and plays
an important role in forming its vitality,
while for the rest of the life and specially in
hia or her young nge the food obtained from

land work will ponsbitute the wholesome
dist and help ﬂusuru»vitnliij for
t of physical, mental and
{ the individual concorued.

nuttitiorml
proper- devolopmen
gpiritanl fuou}tigs ol
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There is a roference in the Shastric inju-
netions to the sight at the woman other than
one's own wifo (WwaRt) which is solely respon-
siblo for the entire downfall and degeneration
of the man, morally and ethieally ; while on
othor ocoasions, roferenco to their Darshan
onsures peace, progress and prosperity of
tho porson ooncerned. II wo ponder over
the idea underlying these words we come
to know that it is as a result due totwo
oxtreme view-points.

On ono hand, if one looks at the woman
other than ono’s own wife with a passion of
fll—will it will cause the worst effect which
will allow tho dismissal of manly vitality
ttho virya” trom its place effecting all sorts of
diseases thereby. Il a drop of “Virya” is
wasted it is just like death. It is & cammon
experience that n man entertaining sexaal
pleasuro at his best iz the early traveller to
tho aboilo of death 4gmarmfafr®. It is tme
s et Rt Al faegamem (? In e word, a
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porson wasting bis vitality by exenssive
consusl gra,biﬂoation is nearer to death than
enjoying the pleasures and boons of life
peatowed wpon him ns the best inheritor of
antare. 02 $he other, the noble feelings of
rovpronce and best regards to-wards woman-
{olk &3 the manifestation and embodiment of
Duargd, motherhood by asking and inveking
¢heir plessings and seeking for their noble
advice eusare good life and total abolition of
1 the ills due to the person concerned.

. 8o to says all the teachings preached by
the sages are worthy of our respect and
obedience- Still, wo must be careful enough
o grasp the context as to tha place, the tims
and the condition regarding the text as ib
oocurs and them smot accordingly. Indian
gradition in moral, cthionl and metaphysical
gphiores deals mainly with Self-restraint,
qrobh, Love, Non-injury, Non-violence and
sympathy. In order to achieve the four
purusharthes and ulbimate realization of

al
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God one must perform all injunctions Ilaid
down in the Smrities strictly which is the
best and surest panacea for all the worldly
maladies.

This collection * Smriti Sandarbha” con-
sists of all the main Smrities availablo to us
ab prosent and attempts are in progress to geb
moro to be included in future. This volumi«
nous publication undortaken will bo completed
inmore than a oouple of volumes. This
present ona includes ten Swmrities in all. It is
pineth publicabion in the “Gurumandal series”
Wo owe a great debt of gratitude to Rajgura
Dharmadhurin - Pandit Haridatta Shastri
Vidyolankar, Vidyabhushan, Vidyartna of
Tohri Garhwal whosoe acholarly paternal gui-
dance has always inspired us to bring this
and other publications of the scries in the
hands of the honourable renders.

For Shri Mansukhrai 3ore we bave no
words to express our gratitude. It is by
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" inistakes and omissions ocourring in this'
publication which is a natural outcomo- of
such a task of great magnitude wbiéh'we
hope, they will not lenve uncorrected ng, pel

erratn given in tha end, *

s aRAIRET 7 g A wRaAEEy

alouttn, . .
Calecutfn ' HISTRL BRAMHA DATI,
Nivjale EkadasLi,

Samyat 2009
2d June, 1932.

Livuram TRIVEDI,
M A
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gheer ‘dink of his noble aptitudes of head
and heavt, experience, knowledge, strong will
and keen love for the Shastras that the
work was underbaken at his own instance
and initiative and has been a success to
the last. Favther more, it has been the aim
of his life to present the noble principles
envxsaﬂe& ‘in the Vedas which are acolmme&
as af )astmrr service and profit to all bbe
pxeatules. He bas been, so to say, striving
hard to bring the treasure-house of the noble
heritage of humanity for the benefit of all. |

' DR
Shri Moreji is aver as enthusiastic as .he
\has been philanthropic contributing much
towards getting the publication financed and
prinbed to be presenﬁed'to the public for the
best use conceivable. It isalso gratifying to
note that Seth Mansukhrai More has been
genuinely devoting his precious life for the
“last decade ar so substantially doing for the
‘thetterment of the suffericg bumanity all the
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world over by giving wide publicity to the self-
axiomed precepts envisaged in tho Shruties
and Smrities through very comprehensible and
indispensable interpretation well appropriate
to the contexts. His book Grihastha Dharma
has been a popular watch word to all the
Hindi-speaking house holders. In a word,
Shri Moreji has, to his credit, a life entirely
devoted to selfless service to his fellow
persons in particular and all the creatures
of universe in general. Even as he acts and
moves his thoughts ave concentrated towatdd
performing deeds of kindness never of indis-
criminate charity, bubt of far reaching con-
sequences; work of introducing measures
to develop agrioulture, horticulture and to
protect our cattle wealth for national prospe~
rity. He believes in the decentralization pro-
gramme for the village uplift as propounded
by the Father of the Indian Nation “Gandhiji”
and is a true devotee of Ahimsga ag prenuhéd
"Y the Shastras. His unperturbed zeal owards
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Brucioe it {ﬁq” is a matter for envy to all. -
An institution Sattvic Jiwan Shala at Nawal-
garh (Jaipur-Rajasthan) is a successful experi-
moent in giving shape fo his noble plans whero
students are imparted fres instraotion of all
kind in the healthy natural environment and
atmosphete of the open. The boys lend o solf
restraint life, Biahmaoharya Jiwan, “far from
madding crowd’s ignoble sﬁr'ife", where they
do spade work, manual labour and enjoy ather
extra.curricular activities which help in deve-
loping their physical, mental and spiritual
progress in a balanced manner to become
oapable eibizens of the country, All hisis
reminiscent of ancient Ashram life. Hisis a
dream for carr‘)"iug ou} this sucecessful experi-
ment on & grand seale on oll world basis,

We wish Shree Moreji all success and may
God bless him twith more resources at his
disposal for pecforming oll the humanitarian
tagks which ho hopes to undertake in near
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future so that long cherished feclings of
compassion and mutual understanding may
prevail among all the nationals bringing in
their wake the real progress and prosperity of
the world.

S W oA Wy

sy ar vifadng

gt i awm

Lead us fram Unrveal to Real, from Dark-
nexs to Light and from Death to Immortality,
May God blesa us for performing deads ns
directed by Shruties nud Snurities o that alt
our concerted cffarts may bring heaven an
this carth a fit abode for gentle, bumble and

Iaithful world citizens,

I the cud, while thanking all of our
pentle cosworhera and kind sympathisersin
thix noble cause, wo g an apology of aur
honoured readers for all the tnvecaraciew,
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wstakes and omissions ocouiling 1 this
pubhication  which 15 a patimal cuteome of
such n tash of grewt magmitude which we
hope, they will not leave uncortccted as pet
etrata given 1 the end *

¢ af@mnigm @ g A rimaag

Cnlontt, SHASTRI ERAMMA DATTA
Niyjnla Dhadasin,
Samvat 2009

Sid June, 1922

Liapuriv TRIVEDI,
A
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